Milestones of RHD Candidature
School of English, Media Studies and Art History

[image: image1.png]Milestones of Candidature

|

Each milestone has 3 components:

‘Written work
Oral Presentation
Interview (meeting)

1. Confirmation
Prospectus,
Presentation,
Meeting
(plus writing sample
and expert readers for
PhD)

2. Mid-Candidature
Review
Update timetable
Assess Progress
*Work completed

*Work planned

3. Thesis Review

ubmit abstract , declaration,
sample from bibliography ,
d thesis preliminary page
Report on conference/
seminar
Interview re: assessors





Meeting/Interview for each Milestone

· Who: Candidate, Advisors, RHD Director/Deputy, (plus expert reader as required)

· Discuss project and feedback on written and oral work. Discuss progress so far and plans for developing the project

· RHD checks ethical clearance, Faculty Seminars, ASOs, plans for conference, performance (Drama), exhibition (Art Hist.).

· Advisors leave, candidate confidentially discusses supervision, resources, issues. 

· Candidate leaves, advisors discuss progress etc.

· Whole committee reconvenes, makes recommendation, agrees on date and goals for next milestone.
Milestone 1: Confirmation

· Transfer from provisional to confirmed candidature. Check methodology, scope, progress, plans.
· As a requirement of confirmation, all candidates prepare a prospectus document that maps out their thesis, and all candidates present an overview of their research in an oral prospectus seminar.
· PhD: 9-15 months FTE (full-time equivalent) after commencement 

· M Phil: 4-8 months FTE after commencement 
Prospectus Document

Timing: 4 to 6 months after MPhil commencement or 6 to 9 months after PhD commencement (full time)

Thesis Statement 

Thesis Rationale and Literature Review

Methodology, Theoretical Framework, Key Terms

Provisional Chapter Outline 

Timetable 

Potential for Publication 

Bibliography

Length: 2500-3000 words for MPhil or 3500-4000 words for PhD projects. Bibliography not included in word count. 
Oral Prospectus Presentation

· Organised and attended by research cluster

· Documents circulated in advance 

· 20 minute presentation (engaging overview of project – not just reading prospectus)

· 10 minute discussion (feedback and questions from research cluster)  
After the prospectus presentation

· Candidates receive written feedback on the thesis prospectus within 1-2 weeks of the seminar

· Candidate and advisors meet to discuss feedback from the research cluster and RHD staff

· Set a date for confirmation

· MPhil candidates verbally respond to written feedback on their projects during their confirmation meeting

· PhD candidates use the feedback to revise the prospectus and update it for confirmation
Confirmation Writing Sample (PhD only)

· In addition to submitting a revised prospectus document for confirmation, PhD candidates submit a thesis chapter extract of 6,000–8,000 words, demonstrating the quality of writing, argument & analysis expected in a PhD.  

· Show critical application to the objects of enquiry (i.e. if the methodology is formalist textual analysis, include a case study). 

· Creative Writers submit samples of creative and critical work, foregrounding the relationship between them.

· PhD in Art History by Exhibition, Catalogue and Thesis update exhibition plan, detailing venue and budget.

· PhD in Drama by Performance and Thesis update performance plan and financial plan.  

Expert Readers
Principal advisor recommends two expert readers for PhD confirmation documents (usually associate advisor and another expert in the field) to give written feedback on prospectus and writing sample and make a recommendation regarding confirmation:

Full PhD candidature be confirmed

Candidate must submit further material

Extension of provisional candidature – revise, reapply

Expert readers are requested to submit written reports and recommendation within 3 weeks
Milestone 2: Mid-Candidature Review

MPhil Mid-Candidature Review: Half Way

· M Phil: 4–8 months FTE after Confirmation (approx. 15 months in)

· MCR is recommended for MPhil candidates who apply to upgrade to PhD or wish to apply for scholarship, or in cases where a challenging or complex project would benefit from external input 

· Submit updated prospectus, timetable and writing sample from thesis chapter to two expert readers for evaluation and comment (similar to PhD confirmation process)

PhD Mid-Candidature Review: Half Way

· PhD: 9–15 months FTE after Confirmation, half way between the Confirmation and Thesis Review (approx. two year mark)

· Check timetable: goals v. progress 

· Has the candidate had the opportunity to receive feedback on oral and written work from researchers outside the advisory team? 

· Submit evidence of conference presentation (or similar) and written feedback on ASO assessment or journal submission (or similar) 
Milestone 3: Thesis Review

3 months before submission

· Check written assurance from advisors that 80% of the thesis is complete and feedback has been given on advanced drafts of most work. 

· Advisors and an expert reader check abstract and preliminary pages of thesis (table of contents, declaration etc), plus thesis format & bibliography

· Check ASOs, seminars, conference presentation, requirements for performance/exhibition are all complete

· Discuss potential assessors and thesis assessor ‘Veto List’

Thesis Assessment

· Candidate and principal advisor sign form agreeing on the two named thesis assessors and agreeing not to contact them during assessment

· MPhil assessors are requested to submit reports in 4 weeks; PhD in 8 weeks. 

· Can opt for an oral exam (Viva). This must be discussed and arranged at MCR milestone.

