Royal Holloway Drama Exchange 

Spend a semester studying at Royal Holloway College, London, as part of your University of Queensland Drama Major.

EMSAH operates a student exchange program with the Drama Department at Royal Holloway College, one of the eight colleges of the University of London. This program offers a wide range of exciting course options that can be credited to your UQ degree. Exchange students also enjoy the benefits (and challenges) of living and studying abroad. Royal Holloway is situated in spacious parkland in Surrey, 30 km west of London (approximately 40 minutes by train). Register your interest in the 2006 exchange program now!

Who’s eligible to apply for an exchange?

You can apply for the drama exchange program if 

• you will be enrolled in your third year of a drama major or double major at the University of Queensland in 2006, and

• you have a GPA of over 5 in DRAM courses.

How much does it cost?

Your HECS fee (upfront or deferred option) is payable to the University of Queensland as usual so there are no additional fees for tuition. However, you will need to budget for passport and visa costs, round trip airfares, accommodation and general living expenses, and health and travel insurance. The UQ Abroad brochure can help you calculate costs. You may be eligible to receive Austudy payments and to apply for a bursary/scholarship during your exchange. Most students may legally work while they are studying in England.

When can I go?

It’s best for students to go to Royal Holloway for the English autumn semester, which runs from September to December. Applications to the UQ Student Exchange Office close 15 January each year for the following September; however, to ensure that you are able to enrol in your preferred course choices, you’ll need to tell one of the drama staff by the beginning of August 2005 that you intend to apply for the 2006 programme. 

Where can I find out more information?

To get details of the exchange programme, check www.uq.edu.au/uq/abroad, which has the application form, or visit the UQ Abroad Resource Room in Forgan Smith (E224). The Resource Room is open from 9:30-11:30 am and 2-4 pm, Monday-Friday during semester and operates on a drop-in basis. To find out more about Royal Holloway, go to www.rhul.ac.uk/drama/. This site has links to the undergraduate courses taught there, but note that not all options are available each year and are filled on a first-come first-served basis and you must be prepared to be flexible about your choice of RH subjects. Most options carry similar workloads to EMSAH courses though you may also choose more heavily weighted performance-intensive courses as part of your load.

How to apply?

First check that you fit the eligibility requirements listed above and discuss your plans with one of the Drama staff.  Then fill in the UQ Abroad application forms. and drop it into the UQ Abroad Resource Room. To complete your admission application, you’ll need have your proposed study plan approved by the Drama Convenor and find two academic referees. All this takes time, so start planning early. (Note: The number of exchange places available each year is limited.)

Scottish Universities’ International Summer School

This may be of interest to students travelling to UK in second semester to take up a Royal Holloway exchange.  Each year Edinburgh University offers a summer school (3 weeks or 6 weeks) course ‘Text and Context:  British and Irish Literature from 1900 to the Present’, and the course covers prose as well as theatre.  In 2005 it runs 11 July to 19 August.  This program requires that attendees find their own travel and full fees: this is not counted as an ‘exchange’ because it overlaps with UQ’s winter break. Students can only be enrolled in the exchange code here if they attend a university overseas during a ‘HECS-liable’ semester (i.e, semester 1 or 2).  

There is however one internationally competitive scholarship (the John McGrath Scholarship) which pays fees (closing date for 2005 is 15 April).

For further information on this summer school, which offers a very fine array of international speakers, see: www.arts.ed.ac.uk/suiss.  Edinburgh is a great city, and for Drama students there is the added attraction of the Edinburgh International Festival in August: a must-do experience of a lifetime. 

