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COMU1010: INTRODUCTION TO INTERPERSONAL & INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION

SEMESTER 1, 2005

ASSIGNMENT 1

OBSERVATIONAL STUDY

	Assessment
	Length
	Value
	Notified
	Due date

	
	
	
	
	

	Assignment 1
	1000 words
	20%
	10 March 2005
	 8 April 2005

(before 4.30pm at EMSAH office)


EMSAH School Office: 4th floor Michie Bdg (9)

Telephone: 33652552

Email: admin@emsah.uq.edu.au
http://www.emsah.uq.edu.au

TASK: An observational study of how inter-personal distance and orientation is used based on the theories and concepts covered in Weeks 2-5 in lectures, tutorials, and readings (especially Ch 8). You will need to do some extra library research for work on orientation and distance. 

Objectives:
To learn how to observe inter-personal distance and orientation in a natural setting

· Develop an operational definition of inter-personal distance or orientation in your study

· Close observation of the behaviour and note-taking

· Addressing reliability issues

· Testing a hypothesis about inter-personal distance or orientation

· Learning how to write up a method and results section in APA style

Hypotheses:
Develop a hypothesis and test it – here are some examples (you are not required to pick one of these examples):

1. Listeners face speakers with more face-to-face orientation than speakers face listeners

2. Men stand at a greater distance to at men in conversation than women stand to women
3. Women maintain closer inter-personal distance with  other women than with men
Method :
· Develop a hypothesis involving inter-personal distance or orientation

· Develop an operational definition for the behaviour you have chosen

· Develop a reliable way of measuring the behaviour in real time and check reliability with your partner on a pilot sample

· Observe dyads/small groups in conversation (15-20 dyads or groups), including some same-sex /some mixed-sex (as appropriate for your hypothesis)

· On your record sheet, note the time, date, location of the conversation (present your record sheet as an appendix in your report)

· Observe each dyad or group for five minutes and make a determination of the chosen behaviour  – note this down using a tally sheet 

· Work in pairs for a portion of your observations (at least 5 dyads or groups) and indicate your reliability (discuss how to do this in terms of percentage agreement in tutorials)

The assignment should be presented as a report, using APA style as outlined in the Course Profile. Please use the following sections in your report:

· Introduction (including a statement of the topic; a summary of relevant research and theory; purpose of the study and a statement of the hypothesis you are using

· Method (what you did, with sub sections for Participants, Materials, Design, and Procedure).

· Results (what you found, including reliability and tables of numerical results)

· Discussion (whether or not the hypothesis was supported, and conclusion including what the next research step might be) 

· References (at least 4 book chapters or journal articles, not including de Vito)

COMU1010 uses APA (American Psychological Association) Style of referencing. Advice on APA style is available online at http://www.library.uq.edu.au/training/citation/apa.pdf.
Your tutor will give you more information on this style of referencing and report writing.

LINKING GRADUATE ATTRIBUTES TO ASSIGNMENT 1

In accordance with the Course Objectives outlined, the marking criteria listed below are used to evaluate the extent to which you answer the Assignment question. Criteria 1-2 are related to the Graduate Attribute of In-depth Knowledge of the material related to aspects of interpersonal communication. These criteria, along with criterion 3, are also related to the Graduate Attribute of Effective Communication, (and to a lesser extent Independence, Critical Judgement , and Ethical and Social Understanding) as you analyse the interaction and convey your results in an appropriate academic manner.
MARKING CRITERIA

Your work will be assessed on the basis of the following criteria:

1. the precision and appropriateness of your operational definition and method, including attention to reliability and reporting of results

2. your insight into non-verbal communication, as evidenced in the formulation of your hypothesis and the appropriateness of your test of it, including your discussion of results

3. the standard of your writing style, report structure, referencing and general presentation.

The first essay will be marked out of 20. Your final grade will be allocated on the total of the marks from each piece of work. You must complete all three pieces of assessment to pass this course. The grade cut-offs that will be used in assessing your final grade will be:

	Grade
	7
	6
	5
	4
	 3
	2
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total marks (out of 100)
	85-100
	75-84
	65-74
	50-64
	45-49
	25-44
	0-24


SUBMISSION OF ASSIGNMENTS

Assignments must be submitted to the School Office on the 4th Floor of the Michie Building and need to have a COMU1010 Cover Sheet attached. The deadline time for assignments is 4.30pm on the day assignments are due. After 4.30 any assignments handed in will be dated with the following day's date.  Please keep a copy of your assignment.  Do not send your assignment electronically.  Marked assignments will be returned in tutorial classes.
 If, through illness or another reason, you are having difficulty keeping up with the schedule, you should discuss the situation with the Course Convenor immediately. If you cannot attend the group presentation on the set date you must discuss this with your group and the Course convenor so alternative arrangements can be made.

Do not simply take an extension for granted.  If the assignment is late, and an extension has not been granted, you will be asked to explain the reasons for the lateness and for proof of those reasons (in case of illness a medical certificate should be provided).  If adequate reason cannot be given, you may be penalised by having marks deducted. 

You may not repeat material you have submitted for assessment in other courses.

PLAGIARISM

As outlined in the Course Profile, the School does not accept plagiarism. It is regarded as a major infringement to which academic penalties will be applied.  The Handbook of University Policies and Procedures has a clear policy on plagiarism in section 3.40.12, Academic Integrity and Plagiarism. You should read this and make yourself thoroughly familiar with its contents.
Course Convenor: Dr Susan McKay, Room 413, Michie Building (9)


Telephone 33652872 

Email: s.mckay@uq.edu.au
Tutors:

Dr Sarbari Bordia (EMSAH) Room 614, Michie Bdg, (9)Telephone: 33652743 Email: s.bordia@uq.edu.au
Ms Lisa Gunders (EMSAH) Room 522, Michie Bdg (9). Telephone: 33651440 Email: l.gunders@uq.edu.au
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