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English Literature at the School of English, Media Studies, and Art History, University of Queensland

A Research Calendar for 2008

This document gives a picture of just some of the many research events associated with the discipline of English Literature at EMSAH over 2008.  English Literature researchers in EMSAH comprise Honours students, Postgraduate students, Staff and Honorary Staff.   The comprehensive program of lectures, seminars and other events outlined here has been developed to support the research activities of this group.

This program will be updated as more information comes to hand.  A summary of important dates will be found at the end.
For further information about this program please contact the Convenor of English Literature, Dr Peter Holbrook: email: p.holbrook@uq.edu.au or phone 3365-3215
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Walter Benjamin and his Legacy
An Advanced Study Option (coded as ENGL 9010) in semester one, weeks 2-8.  This ASO involves seven weeks of class contact.
 
Walter Benjamin is one of the most influential cultural critics of the twentieth century.  All his work is within the forms of the essay, the aphorism or the fragment, and is constantly revising itself and its arguments in an open-ended project that still continues by other voices, in other texts.   This course uses Benjamin to ask questions that are central to postgraduate work, and to research and thought in the humanities in general.  Through a focus on reading Benjamin carefully in class, as a case study, we can ask questions about reading itself.  What do we do with a text when we read it, take up its ideas, use it in ways the original text perhaps could not begin to foresee?  What does Benjamin do when he reads other texts?  What have others since Benjamin done with his work?  What do we do, with a text without term?

This ASO will be taught by Dr Warwick Mules and Dr Tony Thwaites.
Dr Warwick Mules was until recently a Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of Arts, Humanities and Media Studies at Central Queensland University.  He is the general editor of Transformations, a leading e-journal in cultural and media studies, and has published extensively in the area of cultural theory.  His publications have appeared in such journals as Angelaki, Fibreculture, Continuum and Southern Review.  He is a co-author of Introducing Cultural and Media Studies: a Semiotic Approach (new edition, Palgrave, 2002), and is at present completing Contact Aesthetics. Vectors: New Writing in Cultural Studies.  
 

Dr Tony Thwaites (Senior Lecturer, School of English, Media Studies and Art History, University of Queensland) is author of Reading Freud: Psychoanalysis as Cultural Theory (Sage, 2007), Joycean Temporalities: Debts, Promises and Countersignatures (University Press of Florida, 2001), and a co-author of Introducing Media and Cultural Studies (2001).  He is at present working on a book on James Joyce and Lacan.

For information please contact: Tony.Thwaites@uq.edu.au
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Historical and Authorial Complicities: Coetzee’s Diary of a Bad Year


A lecture by Professor Graham Bradshaw (Chuo University, Tokyo)

Date: Monday March 10

Time and place: Michie Bldg room 533, 12.30—1.30pm
Graham Bradshaw is the author of such important works as Shakespeare’s Scepticism (Cornell University Press, 1991) and Misrepresentations: Shakespeare and the Materialists (Cornell University Press, 1993), as well as numerous essays.  A reviewer in Renaissance Quarterly wrote of Shakespeare’s Scepticism that it “will take its place…as one of the landmarks of Shakespeare criticism in the twentieth century”.  Graham Bradshaw has recently completed a new book entitled Shakespeare’s Peculiarity; a study of Ted Hughes is nearly finished and he is engaged on a study of Joseph Conrad.  He has recently edited (with Michael Neill) a volume of essays entitled Austerities: The Writings of J. M. Coetzee.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shakespeare and Terror
A lecture by Professor Graham Holderness (University of Hertfordshire, UK)

Date: Tuesday 1 April
Time and place: Michie Bldg room 437, 10.30am—midday.
Graham Holderness is Professor of English at the University of Hertfordshire and a Manager of the Research Assessment Exercise in the UK.  His many publications include D.H. Lawrence: History, Ideology and Fiction (Gill and Macmillan, 1982), Shakespeare’s History (Gill and Macmillan, 1985), The Politics of Theatre and Drama (ed., Macmillan, 1992), The Shakespeare Myth (ed.., Manchester UP, 1988), George Orwell : Critical Essays (ed. with Bryan Loughrey and Nahem Yousaf, Macmillan, 1997), and Visual Shakespeare: Essays in Film and Television (University of Hertfordshire Press, 2002).  His novel The Prince of Denmark was published in 2002, and his poetry collection Craeft (2002) was awarded a Poetry Book Society recommendation. 

Professor Holderness has also published many chapters and journal articles in the fields of literature, drama, and theology, including contributions to such journals as Textual Practice, New Theatre Quarterly, Shakespeare Survey, Literature and Theology and Harvard Theological Review. Current research projects include Shakespeare in the Arab world (funded by AHRC), and the representation of Christ in literature. He has been the editor of the journal Critical Survey since 1997, and he is a Fellow of the English Association.
This visit is financially supported by Shakespeare Roundtable in the School of English, Media Studies and Art History and by the ARC Network for Early European Research and is co-hosted with the Drama Reading Group in the School.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
George Orwell and the British Secret State
A presentation by Dr James Smith 
Date and time: Friday 18 April, 2.30-3.30

Place: to be announced
James Smith recently completed a doctorate on Brecht and English drama at Cambridge University.  He is currently a postdoctoral fellow in Drama and English Literature in EMSAH.  His study of the literary critic and theorist Terry Eagleton is due to appear with Polity Press in the UK.  Dr Smith’s writing has appeared in such journals as New Theatre Quarterly, Literature and Aesthetics, and Notes and Queries.  One of his current interests is the surveillance by British security services of twentieth-century literary intellectuals. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Completing Secularism: the Mundane in the Neoliberal Era
A presentation by Professor Simon During (Johns Hopkins University) 

Date and time: Friday 23 May, 2.30pm-3.30pm

Place: Seminar room 402, Centre for Critical and Cultural Studies, Forgan Smith Tower
This paper enters into the current debate over secularism and the theological turn in current theory by responding to Charles Taylor's A Secular Age. It does so by thinking about the mundane as an alternative to both the religious and the secular.  It uses Alan Hollinghurst's novel, The Line of Beauty, to show how the experience of mundanity under Thatcherism moves beyond the transcendently-orientated "fullness" that underpins much currently theologically-oriented theory.
Simon During is Professor of English at Johns Hopkins University and was formerly Robert Wallace Professor in the Department of English at the University of Melbourne.   His books include: Cultural Studies: A Critical Introduction (Routledge 2005); Modern Enchantments: The Cultural Power of Secular Magic (Harvard University Press, 2002); Foucault and Literature (Routledge 1993); and Patrick White (Oxford University Press, 1998). He is the editor of The Cultural Studies Reader (Routledge 1993 and 1998) and has also written on postcolonial and globalisation theory and British literature in the period 1760-1900. Currently he is pursuing research projects on the literature of settler colonialism and on the history of literary subjectivity in Britain 1750-1950.  
Professor During is visiting the School of English, Media Studies and Art History in 2008.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Queer Canons Research Seminar
Date: 7—8 July 2008
Place: to be announced
This seminar will feature Professor Ross Chambers, the author of major works of literary and cultural theory.  Invited scholars, including postgraduates, will consider the ways in which queer reading might inflect the canon of Australian literature.  
Ross Chambers was the Marvin Felheim Distinguished University Professor of Comparative Literature and French at the University of Michigan.  His many publications include Loiterature (University of Nebraska Press, 1999), Facing It: AIDS Diaries and the Death of the Author (University of Michigan Press, 1998), Room for Maneuver: Reading (the) Oppositional (in) Narrative (University of Chicago Press, 1991), Story and Situation: Narrative Seduction and the Power of Fiction (University of Minnesota Press, 1984) and Untimely Interventions: AIDS Writing, Testimonial, and the Rhetoric of Haunting (University of Michigan Press, 2004).
Those interested in participating in Professor Chambers’s seminar should contact Dr Leigh Dale: L.Dale@uq.edu.au
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Border States: Mental, Political and Textual Landscapes
11th Annual Work-in-Progress postgraduate conference

Tentative dates: 10-12 August 2008 
Place: To be announced
“the passage is a city, a world in miniature” (qtd. in Benjamin The Arcades Project 3)

Borders define the imaginative territories of the mind, the nation state and the cultural text at the very moment that they reveal their porosity. The figure of the border suggests a world of related metaphors with which literature and other arts approach the boundaries of texts, discourses and disciplines. We encourage papers that freely interpret the border and the figure of the border, including explorations of sovereignty, power, self and other. Proposals for papers could address the poetry and politics of frontiers, watchtowers, border conflict, and encounters with the foreign; of thresholds, the “rough edges” of maps, “cartographic silence” and No Man’s Land. We also encourage explorations of “invisible geographies”, of what is concealed behind ideologies and thus haunts us – what is invisible but no less present “because it has not yet manifested itself on the visible surface of the earth” (qtd. in Gregory and Pred Violent Geographies 205).

We invite 20-minute papers. They might explore (but are not limited to):
National borders; Border transgressions; Physical and figurative Australian borders; The ethics of self and other; Psychological borders; Hosts and parasites; Cooperation across borders; Psychoanalytic topographies; Past and present; Living and dying; Memory and haunting; Topography and landscape; The figure of the border within poetry; The global reach of modern technologies; Textual borders; Sovereignty; Territory; Centre and periphery; “Vanishing points”: exceptions to state power; Outside borders: formlessness, amorphousness, the void; A critique of state-centred ideologies from the border; Transnational texts; Domestic space; Border pedagogy.
For more information, please contact Mary Trabucco: email: s4006043@student.uq.edu.au
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Celebrating John Milton 1608-2008 at the University of Queensland

This year is the 400th anniversary of the birth of one of the greatest poets of the English language, John Milton.  To commemorate his genius a number of events are planned for August.

Professor Stephen M. Fallon (University of Notre Dame) will be visiting the School in August as the annual S.W. Brooks Visiting Fellow in English.
Professor Fallon is a leading scholar of John Milton and the literature and thought of his age. The author of Milton among the Philosophers: Poetry and Materialism in Seventeenth-Century England (Cornell University Press, 1991), which won the Milton Society of America’s Hanford Award, he has also published Milton’s Peculiar Grace: Self-Representation and Authority (Cornell UP, 2007), a Choice Outstanding Academic Title. With William Kerrigan and John Rumrich he edited The Complete Poetry and Essential Prose of John Milton (Modern Library, 2007). His articles on Milton and the Renaissance have appeared in such prestigious journals as PMLA, English Literary Renaissance, Journal of the History of Ideas, and Milton Quarterly. As well as the philosophical and theological contexts of seventeenth-century literature, Stephen Fallon is also interested in the literary analysis of early modern philosophical texts. Fallon is on the Editorial Board of the Yale Milton Encyclopedia. He has won two Fellowships from the National Endowment for the Humanities, and has been a Fellow of the Woodrow Wilson Foundation. Fallon holds degrees from Princeton University, McGill University, and the University of Virginia. In 2001 he received the Charles Sheedy Award for Teaching in the College of Arts and Letters at Notre Dame. 

Stephen Fallon Public Lecture: Thursday 14 August in the evening.  Venue tba.
Opportunities for postgraduate and honours consultations: Professor Fallon will be available to consult with undergraduates and postgraduates about their research. 
International Symposium: Professor Fallon will participate in the two-day “Milton in Intellectual and Cultural History” symposium, sponsored by CHED, EMSAH, The ARC Network for Early European Research, and Shakespeare Roundtable at the University of Queensland.  This symposium will bring together established scholars to consider Milton’s legacy in a range of cultural fields.  Opportunities exist for selected postgraduates and honours students to participate in this symposium.  The symposium will take place on 15 and 16 August at Duchesne College, UQ.  If you are interested in participating, please contact Peter Holbrook: p.holbrook@uq.edu.au
“A Life Beyond Life”: A Public Reading of Milton’s Poetry
The international symposium will be followed on Sunday 17 August by a one-day public reading of selections from the writings of John Milton at Duchesne College.

Milton fervently hoped that he “might perhaps leave something to aftertimes, as they should not willingly let it die.”  So this will be a celebratory day of public readings from Milton’s works. Readers will be coming from near and far to participate. They include past and present students and faculty, visiting scholars, poets, teachers, actors, lawyers, and politicians. Among the readers will be Australian poet David Malouf, former High Court Justice Ian Callinan, and Milton scholars such as Diane McColley and Stephen Fallon from the United States and John Hale from New Zealand. The day or readings will show that Milton indeed achieved a “life beyond life,” and that he is – as Wordsworth hoped – still “living at this hour.”

The morning program will feature selections from the whole span of Milton’s writing career, including  L’Allegro and Il Penseroso, Lycidas, Comus, sonnets, Paradise Regained and Samson Agonistes; and the afternoon will feature selections from Milton’s epic, Paradise Lost.  Anyone interested in participating in this event is warmly invited to contact Peter Holbrook at the School of English: Ph. 3365-3215 or email p.holbrook@uq.edu.au 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Professor Gordon McMullan, Professor of English at King’s College, London, is the 2008 Lloyd Davis Visiting Professor in Shakespeare Studies in the School.  
He will be at UQ from 1-18 August.
Professor McMullan is an authority on Shakespeare and Early Modern English theatre and culture.  He has a particular interest in cultural politics, in gender, in issues of collaboration and repertory, and in general in the commercial aspects of London theatre in the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.  More recently Gordon McMullan has developed a strong interest in the concepts of “late writing” or “late style” across the artistic disciplines: Shakespeare and the Idea of Late Style: Authorship in the Proximity of Death appeared with Cambridge University Press in 2007.   Other publications of Gordon McMullan’s include: The Politics of Unease in the Plays of John Fletcher (University of Massachusetts Press, 1994), a contextual account of the engagement of the canon of a major Jacobean playwright with issues of gender, colonialism and collaboration; a critical edition of Henry VIII for the Arden Shakespeare series (2000); and, with David Matthews, Reading the Medieval in Early Modern England (Cambridge UP, 2007).   He is a general editor of Arden Early Modern Drama and has a close interest in issues of editing theory and practice.  

In 1999 Professor McMullan set up the joint King’s College/Globe MA in Shakespearean Studies—Text and Playhouse.  Since that time he has enjoyed a close collaborative relationship with Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre and has also acted several times as textual advisor for Royal Shakespeare Company productions.

Professor McMullan has been a Leverhulme Fellow and has held fellowships at the Huntington Library, the University of Newcastle (NSW) and the Australian National University.  He holds degrees from Birmingham, Kansas, and Oxford universities.
While at UQ Professor McMullan will:

· deliver a public lecture

· conduct a postgraduate research seminar, 
· consult with postgraduates and undergraduates about their work.  
For further information about his visit contact Peter Holbrook: ph. 3365 3215 or email p.holbrook@uq.edu.au
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jane Austen and the Picturesque

An Advanced Study Option to be led by Dr Daniel Stout.  
This research seminar will take place in September and will comprise 4 three-hour sessions.  
Place and times of the seminar to be announced.

Daniel Stout recently completed a doctorate at Johns Hopkins University on issues of justice, political representation, and literary character in British novels from the first half of the nineteenth-century. He is currently developing a study of literature of the 1830’s and 1840’s and organizing a collection of essays on an alternative history of literary theory.  A recent article, on Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities, is forthcoming in the journal NOVEL: A Forum on Fiction.

The seminar will combine a theoretical understanding of the picturesque with a literary study of Jane Austen’s novels. As an aesthetic category, the picturesque appeared in the late-eighteenth century, as a way to pick up some of the slack between the beautiful and the sublime. In doing so, however, it reoriented aesthetic judgment from being a judgment about an object (a sublime mountain) to a judgment about a group of objects (a picturesque landscape). Readings from the original expositors of these aesthetic theories (Burke, Price, and Gilpin) will prepare us for our engagement with Austen’s novels (Northanger Abbey, Mansfield Park, and Emma). In particular, we will be asking about how we might understand the picturesque not simply as a mode of natural apprehension, but one with important implications for social apprehension and, in its emphasis on collectives, capable of revising our understanding of the novel’s commitment to individual representation.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Reading Groups
A number of reading groups, some of them long established, operate throughout the year  in the School of English, Media Studies and Art History.  They include:

The Jacques Lacan Reading Group
This reading group is co-ordinated by Dr Tony Thwaites, and is currently working its way through some of Lacan’s essays.  It meets on Fridays 10:00am-1:00pm, room 530, Michie Building.  All welcome.  For further information please contact: tony.thwaites@uq.edu.au
The Literary Theory and Criticism Reading Group
This group is reading all of the major works of the Western critical tradition since the Greeks, as well as material bearing on that tradition.

The group meets every Friday between 2.30pm and 5.30pm, room 508, Michie Building.  All welcome.

The group is convened by Mr Dan O’Neill.  Dan began teaching English Literature and literary criticism and theory at UQ in 1965.  He specialized in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  When he became interested in Greek and Latin language and literature, he studied Classics and tried to apply the knowledge gained to a better appreciation of the part played by ancient thought in the development of Western literature, literary theory, and criticism.
Michie Literature Reading Groups
These groups meet every Thursday between 1.00pm and 5.00pm in Room 530, Michie Building.  The groups are led by Dan O’Neill, and have been running since early 2003.  They began by looking at works of James Joyce: Ulysses, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and Dubliners.  Presently, between 1pm and 2:50pm one group is reading its way gradually through Marcel Proust’s Remembrance of Things Past—it is now nearly two thirds of the way through.  The other group meets from 3.00pm to 5.00pm and is currently studying T.S. Eliot’s Four Quartets.   

The reading groups are quite informal, highly social, and welcome new members.  

For more information, contact Dan O’Neill  d.oneill@uq.edu.au or just turn up on the day.

Contemporary British Writers

The Contemporary British Literature Reading Group meets weekly on Thursdays from 2.30-4pm in Michie 533. The group is intended as an informal discussion of Contemporary British Literature and its criticism in all its various manifestations – from fiction to interviews, reviews, theory, published articles, etc. We read as we go so there is no preparation required. Copies will be provided on the day and the group is open to suggestions for reading from its members. Contact Mary at:  s4006043@student.uq.edu.au
Posthumanism

A reading group on this topic has recently been formed.  For information, please contact Professor Gillian Whitlock: g.whitlock@uq.edu.au
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
School Research Seminar Series
The School of English, Media Studies and Art History runs a series of weekly research seminars held every Friday at 1.00pm during semester.  These seminars frequently showcase current research in literary studies.  For more information on them, please go to the EMSAH website or contact the convenor, Professor Carole Ferrier.  C.ferrier@uq.edu.au
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Other events and activities
Professor Tony Hassall will be presenting a paper to English Literature staff and students in 2008.  Time and place to be announced.
Tony Hassall was formerly Professor of English at James Cook University and is now a research associate with the School of English, Media Studies and Art History.  His publications include Henry Fielding's “Tom Jones” (Sydney University Press, 1979); Strange Country:  A Study of Randolph Stow (University of Queensland Press, second revised edition, 1990); The Making of Xavier Herbert's “Poor Fellow My Country” (Foundation for Australian Literary Studies, 1988); Randolph Stow: Visitants, Episodes from Other Novels, Poems, Stories, Interviews, and Essays (University of Queensland Press, 1990); Dancing on Hot Macadam: Peter Carey’s Fiction (University of Queensland Press, third revised and enlarged edition, 1998).   He was a Founding General Editor of the series Studies in Australian Literature for University of Queensland Press and edited the twenty-nine volumes published to date (2008), and the six revised editions of earlier volumes.  His research interests include Peter Carey, Randolph Stow, Patrick White, David Malouf, Tim Winton, Australian Fiction and Autobiography, Henry and Sarah Fielding, Early Eighteenth-Century Literature, Eighteenth-Century Fiction and the Theory of Fiction, John Milton.
Prospectus sessions for Research Higher Degree students will be held in May and September.  For more information please contact Professor Gillian Whitlock: g.whitlock@uq.edu.au
Classics in the Colonnades – highly successful (and enjoyable) intensive four-day summer schools on James Joyce and William Shakespeare—will be held as usual towards the end of the year at Duchesne College, University of Queensland.  For further information, please contact the College on 3377 2333 or go to the College website: http://www.uq.edu.au/duchesne/
Shakespeare Roundtable is a discussion and interest group in the School open to interested staff and postgraduates, as well as advanced undergraduates who have gained a 7 in a relevant course.  It hosts talks and other activities to do with English Renaissance literature and drama.  It is supported by the ARC Network for Early European Research.  For further information about the Roundtable contact Peter Holbrook (p.holbrook@uq.edu.au) or Dr Alison Scott (a.scott3@uq.edu.au)
Journals based in the School of EMSAH relevant to English Literature
Australian Literary Studies is a long-established journal currently edited by Dr Leigh Dale; it was founded by Professor Laurie Hergenhan who came to UQ from Tasmania in the early 1970s. For further information please contact Dr Dale: L.Dale@uq.edu.au
Hecate: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Women’s Liberation was founded, and is still edited, by Professor Carole Ferrier in 1975.  Hecate is an international women’s and gender studies journal, which publishes across the disciplines, including literary and cultural theory and literary criticism.  For information please contact the Editor: c.ferrier@uq.edu.au
The Australian Women’s Book Review began in Melbourne in 1989.  It is currently edited as an internet journal by Carole Ferrier, with Maryanne Dever from Monash as Associate Editor. 
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